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HISTORY OF THE 

Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church

PREFACE

THE CHURCHES of any area have through the years played an important

part in the history of a town or county.  Elizabeth  Chapel Baptist Church of

Smithville, Dekalb County, Tennessee, is no exception.  Its members have

included professional people, politicians, teachers and many who might be

called   just   "ordinary   folks".    Nonetheless,   they   have   made   up   the

membership of the church and have contributed to its history.

Elizabeth   Chapel   Baptist   Church  is  almost   100   years  old,   and   its

history from the very beginning has been one of a happy and close-knit

church with remarkable fellowship between its members.  It has not suffered

from   major   or   continuing   strife   that   has   typified   the   histories   of   many

churches of its age.   It has touched the lives of many people through the

years and has, in no small part, been an influence in Smithville and Dekalb

County, Tennessee, for morality and righteousness.   To this day Elizabeth

Chapel Baptist Church has a reputation among those who know it as a "good

and kind-hearted" church.

The purpose of this history is not to brag or exalt anyone.  Rather it is

to record the past and present history, as a reminder to all who may read this,

of God's providence and His sufficiency in beginning and sustaining the

ministry of a Missionary Baptist church in a small, rural middle Tennessee

county.
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I   count   it   a   privilege   to   have   pastored   Elizabeth   Chapel   Baptist

Church since July of 1986, and I dedicate this history to all of the folks who

have made up the membership of our beloved church.

The first sermon I ever preached was in March of 1963, in the North

Jacksonville   Baptist   Church   of   Jacksonville,   Florida.     It   wasn't   a   very

spectacular sermon I am sure, and there would be some who would say that I

might not have improved much since then.  that seems to be such a long time

ago as I think of all that has happened in my life since then.

Little did I know on that Wednesday night in 1963, that someday God

would lead me to Smithville, Tennessee,  to pastor the Elizabeth Chapel

Baptist Church.  But in the spring of 1986, after several contacts from the

pulpit committee from the church, my wife, some of our children and I made

our first visit to the church to meet with the folks there to consider whether it

was in the will of God for us to come to Smithville to serve with them our

wonderful God.

It was a moving weekend for us as we felt a part of the church from

the very beginning.  We were touched by the fellowship that we observed

and  were  thrilled  by  the  "singingest"   bunch  of  Baptists   we'd  ever  been

around.  It was great!!  When they officially asked us to move to Smithville

we couldn't wait.

We felt as if we knew a lot about Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church

when we moved here, but what we didn't know was the extremely rich

history of the church and its people.   The life experiences that have been

shared with us since our moving here, and the spiritual experiences that have

been testified to by our brothers and sisters in Christ here have confirmed

time and time again the greatness of our God.  From Holmes Creek all the

way to where the church building now stands the trial of God's love and
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devotion to His people is evident.   And I ought to say that the love and

devotion of this church to God has also been evident.

The history of a church should reflect both God's love and devotion

and also a church's love and devotion.   This history will do just that I

believe.

I had planned on writing this history a number of years ago, but for no

particular reason I put it off.  I'm sorry that I did because my first wife, Judy,

encouraged me to do it and I am, of course, sad to say that she will not be

here to read the final record of this account due to her untimely death on

Easter Sunday, March 26, 1989.   I would like to take a writer's liberty in

adding her name as one to whom I would like to dedicate this history of a

church that all of my family has grown to love with all of our hearts.

In Memory of

JUDY CAIN ROBERTSON

August 12, 1945-March 26, 1989
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CHAPTER ONE

“In the Beginning . . .”

SOMETIME BETWEEN 1750 and 1755, the first settlements in what is

now   the   eastern   half   of   the   state   of   Tennessee   were   organized.

Dekalb County was actually formed as a result of a bill introduced in

the   Tennessee   House   of   Representatives   in  1837,   that  would   take

portions of Warren, Cannon, Jackson and White Counties and make

the   new   county.     Some   of   the   first   settlements   were   Alexandria,

Liberty and Brush Creek in the late 1700s.

The first settlers found abundant wildlife and extremely fertile

soil for the growing of their crops.   There would not be a problem

providing food for themselves.

They also found the Chickasaw and Cherokee Indians already

in  middle   Tennessee.     The   Chickasaws   ultimately   became   friends

with the settlers, but the Cherokee along with the Creek Indians were

their bitter enemies.

Education   was   an   important   part   of   the   establishment   of

Dekalb County.  Before the days of public education the instruction

of the settlers’ children was done by “field tutors” who taught for

little   or   no   pay   and   usually   in  subpar   facilities   in  order  that   the

children would be literate.   We are indebted to these “tutors” and

their   commitment   to   education.    We   have   come   a   long   way   in

education and are very thankful that our public school system in

Dekalb   County   is   accredited   and   offers   much   for   the   children

educationally and in areas of extra-curricular activities.
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Needless  to say,  along  with the  settler’s   social  and physical

needs, there was also the need for spiritual growth.   There were,

among the earliest settlers, ministers who came to preach and work

among those who were beginning a new life in a new place.  The first

of   these   were   Samuel   Doak,   a   Presbyterian,   and   Tidence   Lane,   a

Baptist, who arrived about the same time, around 1780.   The first

Baptist church organized in the county was at Brush Creek on May 2,

1802.    Salem   Baptist   Church   in   Liberty   was   founded   in   1809.

Churches are indeed a part of the early history of Dekalb County.

Smithville, which became the county seat in 1838, has two of

the older churches in the county.  First Baptist, Smithville and Indian

Creek Baptist Church both list their beginnings in 1844.

Indian Creek Baptist Church originally was located on Indian

Creek, a tributary of the Caney Fork River which was eventually

dammed up to form what is now Center Hill Lake.   Indian Creek

Baptist Church dismantled its original building and moved it to its

present location just west of the Smithville city limits where it was

reassembled.

There were, in the in 1800s, a number of churches that were

located down in the “hollers” and along the creeks where people

lived and farmed before the lake.  Even though there were not a great

number   of   churches   in   those   early   days,   there   were   Missionary

Baptists and Primitive Baptists according to historical records of the

area prior to 1900.

Around   1900,   however,   there   were   no   Missionary   Baptist

churches in the area of Holmes Creek.   Holmes Creek had its own

school and post office, but no Baptist church for those who were

Baptists by choice.
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According   to   the   minutes   of   the   Salem   Baptist   Association,

however, that was about to change.  In 1901, a church was organized

that became known as the Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church.   The

need for a church was real because the “woods are full of people who

need to know the Lord”, according to one account.  Elizabeth Chapel

Baptist Church grew rapidly. It has endured and flourished through

the years in spite of disbanding in 1947, after evacuating the Holmes

Creek area and relocating in 1952, at its present location.

The balance of this history will chronicle the beginning and the

present history of the Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church of Smithville,

Tennessee.
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CHAPTER TWO

“Starting Out”

BY THE BEGINNING OF THE 1900s the population of the Holmes

Creek area had grown to a significant number of people.   The area

was from the Caney Fork River to the end of Holmes Creek.   This

included about eight miles of Holmes Creek and many other smaller

creeks and coves along the way.   There were also many “hollers”

along the creek where folks lived.

Each of the creeks and coves were places where people lived.

Most farmed the rich, fertile land, and it was a good, but very simple

life.  There was very little to do as far as recreation or entertainment,

so families grew up together and generations of people knew the area

as home.   About everything that was needed for living was to be

found in the Holmes Creek area.

In   1901,   however,   there   was   no   actual   Missionary   Baptist

church in the immediate area of Holmes Creek.   There were other

“kinds”   of   Baptists   around,   and   there   were   Missionary   Baptist

churches in Smithville and even on Indian Creek, but they were too
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far   away   when   you   remember   that   there   weren’t   any   cars   and

highways like we have today.  People were very restricted as far as

going long distances.

Some of the people who lived in the Holmes Creek area had

begun meeting together for the purpose of prayer and worship.  They

would sing, pray and study from God’s Word together.  They were,

at that time, meeting in one another’s homes, or occasionally they

would meet in a brush arbor for worship.  That also would provide

accommodations for more people to attend.

In addition to the worship meetings that were being held there

just seemed to be, in general, a remarkable movement of the Holy

Spirit in the area.  He seemed to be moving in the hills and “hollers”.

There were many testimonies of men plowing in the fields and falling

under the conviction of the Spirit, dropping to their knees to accept

Jesus   as   Savior.     Stories   are   told   of   people   coming   to  the   prayer

meetings   or   seeking   out   known   Christians   to   find   out   how   they

might also be saved.   Whole families were known to have come to

Jesus as a result of God’s convicting power.  By that time there was

no question at all that the need for a church was real, so that new and

older converts alike might be able to grow together in the Lord and

have a place to worship and praise the Him.

On October 15, 1901, a group of people from the Holmes Creek

area met together with a group of people from the Snow Hill Baptist

Church (just west of Smithville) for the purpose of talking about and

proceeding with the organization of a Missionary Baptist church in

the   Casey’s   Cove   area.     The   Holmes   Creek   Recreation   Area   now

overlooks Casey’s Cove.  Snow Hill had a quorum of its membership

present   and   they   apparently   were   prepared   to   be   the   “mother”
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church for this new congregation.  It seemed to all who were present

that the time and the situation were ripe and right for the beginning

of a new church.

Brother Stephen Robinson was in attendance at the meeting by

invitation, and he began the proceedings by bringing the devotional.

They say it was short.  During his message he not only preached the

Gospel Word, but he also explained the purpose for that particular

meeting.    The   meeting  was  primarily  to  see  if  there  was  enough

interest to start a new church, and if so, how many would say so by

identifying with it that day.  According to old minutes an invitation

was   given,   and   sixteen   (16)   people   responded,   becoming   the

beginning   membership   of   the   church.     At   the   next   meeting   it   is

recorded   that   eight   (8)   more   joined,   and   as   history   reveals,   the

number began to mushroom so that a new church was no longer just

an idea, but a reality.

The man who brought that first devotional, Brother Stephen

Robinson, was called to be the first pastor in 1901.  He not only was a

faithful preacher of the Word, but also set a standard of longer than

average pastorates that continues to be the pattern to this day.   He

served until 1913, and only retired because of poor health.

Our church has been blessed by the men who have served it as

pastor through the years.  The names of the men who have served as

pastor are as follows: Brother Stephen Robinson, Brother J. L. Mason,

Brother   R.   L.   Whitlock,   Brother   Fallie   Hill,   Brother   Grady   Crook,

Brother   Bob  Jones,   Brother   Larry   Costner   and   the   current   pastor,

Brother Bill Robertson.   Each of these men and their time spent as

pastor will be discussed later in this historical account.
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This   was   the   beginning   of   what   has   proved   to   be   a   great

history.  Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church was off and going for the

glory and honor of our God.

Just a side note from the author is that one of my great honors

as pastor of ECBC was that before her death, Mrs. Vada Hendrixson

shared with me some of her memories of her church.  What made her

memories so remarkable is the fact that she still had a remembrance

of the beginning of Elizabeth Chapel even though she would have

only been six years old at that time.   There are no living members

now of the church that can remember its beginnings.  We have begun

a new era of our history.  We will be 100 years old in October of 2001.
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CHAPTER THREE

“The First Building Program”

A NEW CHURCH, A PASTOR, but up until that point there was no

place for them to meet that they could call “home”.   Homes, brush

arbors and other places where people could get together were fine,

but there is something about a place where a name can be put on a

sign, or you can invite your friends to come with you.  That is what

the new church needed and wanted.

Located   way   down   on   Holmes   Creek   meant   that   this   new

building would more than likely be built with materials that could be

found right there on the creek.  It probably wouldn’t be a real fancy

building made of brick with fancy columns or anything like that.  In

fact, as history records, the first building would be made of native

timber right from the area, “snaked” out of the woods by mules that

were owned by those who would be the first church members, who

would also cut the lumber by hand and build the building.

Before the first building could be built however, there had to be

a place to put it.  Until then, nothing could be done.  But God always
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has a way for anything that He wants done.   And it was so in this

case.   He had begun to speak, it appears, to the hearts of a family

about this very matter, and sometime during the very first part of the

history of Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church, the family of Elizabeth

Taylor determined to give the land that would be the location for the

first church building.  The reason that it is important to remember the

name of that family, and in particular Elizabeth, is because that is

where the name Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church originated.   The

church was named in her honor.

The piece of property was a prime place for a church building

to be located.  It was where Casey’s Cove, just north of the present-

day Holmes Creek Recreation Area, is now located.  It sat on a slight

hill with a pasture of blue grass on one side and on the opposite side,

a road that led right down to Holmes Creek.   It was near Atnip

Hollow.  It turned out to be a place easily accessible to people from

all around that area.  It was good solid, rocky ground and an ideal

location for a church building that would turn out to be quite large

because   of   the   need   for  a   seating   capacity   to  accommodate   large

numbers of people coming out of the hills and hollers to worship

together.

That   first   building   was   constructed   primarily   of   native

hardwoods from the area right around it.   The foundation was of

native limestone from the area.   The two front doors and the back

door had steps that were hand hewn from the limestone rock and

laid by the men of the church.   There were four windows on each

side of the building for the primary purpose of letting in sunlight

during the worship services on the Lord’s Day.  Oddly enough, they

would   serve   a   secondary   purpose   that   probably   wasn’t   planned.
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They   also   allowed   the   overflow   crowds   or   worshippers,   who

gathered outside, to be able to look in and hear what was going on.

This was the rule rather than the exception,

The building was quite large compared to the building that

now houses Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church.   It had a good-sized

altar area with two chairs, the pulpit and an organ on the left side as

you looked out toward the auditorium.  On each side of the altar area

there were rows of benches that faced toward the pulpit.  There were

three rows of benches from the front of the auditorium all the way

back to the front wall.  It is remembered that the auditorium would

hold several hundred people comfortably; and if the people squeezed

together tightly, it could hold quite a few more.  It is estimated that at

times there were as many as 500-600 in attendance at any one time

including those who gathered outside.   One other feature that you

may never see again was a water bucket with a dipper that was next

to the back door on the right side of the pulpit area.  The pulpit area

had a railing around it that could be used for extra space as a place

for mourners in the event the altar was already full.

The most important part of the building, as was the case in

many of the Baptist churches of that day, was the altar itself.   The

altar   was   where   lost   men   and   women   came   to   pray   and   seek

forgiveness from the Lord, where saved folks came to repent of sins

that they had committed and committed Christians came to pray for

mercy and salvation for their lost friends and loved ones.  The altar

was the strategic place in the auditorium of Elizabeth Chapel Baptist

Church as it represented for the folks of that church the love and

mercy of their great God.  I might add, it is something of a sad note

that in our day the altar doesn’t really seem to have much drawing
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power either to lost men and women or to the saved of our church as

a place to pray for the lost.  The fact that the saved don’t use it very

much may explain to a great extent why the lost hardly ever use it.

In fact, there are more lost people that pray at an altar nowadays than

saved people who come praying for others.

There were several lights in the building that illuminated the

auditorium on the occasions when lights were needed.  At first, the

church didn’t meet every Sunday.  Even though meetings were quite

long by today’s standards, they usually were finished before it got

dark   because   the   people   had   to   get   home   without   the   benefit   of

headlights on cars, etc.

That first building would prove to be a blessing not only to the

membership of the church, but would also prove to be a blessing for

all of the community around Holmes Creek.  It would be their place

for worship certainly, but it would also be a place for socializing and

gathering with friends.   For many of the people who lived there it

would be their primary means  of social contact.    Church was an

important part of the life of the community.

The history of the Holmes Creek area would be in no small

measure affected by the erection of the building that would be the

church home of Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church.  Praise the Lord!

Those who still remember the experience  of worshipping  in

that building tell of fervent, hot preaching that brought sinners to

know of their need for salvation, singing that “raised the roof” with

praises of their Lord and fellowship that was a blessing to all.  The

church   on   Holmes   Creek   would   be   a   beacon   of   the   love   and

sufficiency of God through Jesus Christ!
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CHAPTER FOUR

“A Preaching, Worshipping Church”

THERE ARE ALWAYS certain characteristics that identify a church.

In the case of Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church there are two things

that it seems have always been their identity, hard Biblical preaching

and joyful, loud singing.   It started out that way down on Holmes

Creek, and it has always been that way it seems even to this day.

In the beginning Elizabeth Chapel didn’t meet every Sunday.

In  fact,  meeting  every  Sunday  and  having  Sunday  night  worship

services came much later.   The primary reason for meeting once a

month or every other week was because of the fact that most of the

pastors of the smaller, rural churches of the day were men who were

probably farmers themselves or, at least, bivocational.  Most of them

also pastored in more than one church and just couldn’t be in more

than one place at the same time.

Many of those small churches in the early 1900s just sort of

disbanded   between   visits   from   their   pastor.     However,   Elizabeth
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Chapel   was   different   in   a   lot   of   ways.    There   are   many   who

remember and tell about the prayer meetings and informal worship

services that were held in the pastor’s absence.  There was a fire and

flame among the people, and they were making the best of a situation

by giving of their best and all to the Lord.

You must remember that this was not a time when people had

cars   and   the   convenience   of   easy   travel.     In   fact,   everyone   who

attended Elizabeth Chapel had either to walk or ride a wagon.  It was

a pretty good walk for some, and even those who rode wagons had

to pay a price.   One who used to ride on a wagon talked about

getting all cleaned up for church, but because of the dust stirred up

during the ride, he would be all dirty again by the time he got to

church.  It didn’t seem to matter though because everyone was in the

same or a similar situation.

It   was   during   the   days   on   Holmes   Creek   when   Elizabeth

Chapel began its first Sunday School.   Even when regular worship

services were not being held, the Sunday School still met regularly.

Sometimes they would meet in homes, sometimes in the church and

sometimes they would meet in the schoolhouse on Holmes Creek.

Nevertheless, the people would meet for the purpose of Bible study.

There wasn’t just a need for spiritual maturity, but there was also a

great desire for spiritual maturity.

That spirit seemed to pervade all of the early history of our

church.     History   records   that  the  song  services  down on  Holmes

Creek were something to behold.  The singing was spirited and full

of fervor.  There was never any doubt that the people were singing

because they wanted to express their praise to their God.  Probably

the hardest working person there on those days was the person or
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persons who pumped the organ.  During some of those song services

they must have felt overworked.  But it was all done with great joy.

The praying during the worship service was likewise fervent,

with great compassion for sinners and with pleas for believers to

come back to or remain faithful to the Lord.  There was a passion that

made those who prayed aloud pray very specifically about the sin

and   the   needs   of   the   people   of   the   Holmes   Creek   area.    Some

remember how that when men would pray everything else would

cease.  Even though there was loudness to the actual words that were

being prayed, there was an overwhelming calm because the presence

of God was invited, and it was being experienced.  It is also said that

some of those prayers would have reached God eventually even if

they had to go by horseback because they were so long.  Needless to

say, that was impossible, but it does testify that when prayer was

being   made,   time   was   of   no   consequence.    Men   and   women

committed to prayer are who have made Elizabeth Chapel the great

church that it has become through the years.

The early days were also the days when it is reported that men

and women who had been touched by the Holy Ghost would rise to

testify of all that God was doing in their lives.   It is apparent from

what has been told to me that God was either more active in those

days than now, or else the people were just more willing to say what

He was doing.   Psalm 107 reminds us to “Let the redeemed of the

Lord say so, who He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy.”  It

is obvious that they took that seriously.  A part of any real worship is

testifying to what God has done, and one of the things that seem to

typify   the   early   worship   experience   of   Elizabeth   Chapel   Baptist

Church is gladness to tell about their wonderful God.
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Then there were the preachers who expounded on the Word of

God.   They were men who not only were gifted with the ability to

preach from the standpoint that they knew God’s Word, but were

also men who were given “leather lungs” as some have said.  They

preached loud and long in a day when there were no PA systems,

amplifiers and no air conditioners to keep them cool when things got

hot.  They were able to preach for what seemed to be an “eternity”.

From the very beginning with Bro. Stephen Robinson until this

very day the men who have served Elizabeth Chapel have been men

with a belief in the fundamental faith of our Baptist tradition and also

a fundamental faith in God’s Word.

The basic doctrines of creation, the fall of man, God’s free grace,

the Holy Ghost’s indwelling present, the value and purpose of the

church,   our   commitment   to   faith   and   righteousness   and   holiness

were only a small part of preaching the whole counsel of God.  In the

early days it seems that the most-preached sermons were sermons

that called sinners to repentance.  It is said that some of those older

preachers could almost paint a picture and give a feeling of how hot

hell is, and at the end of the sermon give a feeling of how wonderful

heaven would be for those that did come to Christ.   It was during

those   beginning   days,   between   1901   and   1947,   that   many   people

would come to know Jesus as their personal Savior because of the

ministry of Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church.

It was a time when those who were believers better not get off

of the straight and narrow either.  It was during this time that when

someone got away from what was right that they might be called

before   the   church,   or   they   might   be   dis-fellowshipped.    Church

discipline was a very serious matter then.   There have been many
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stories told of the “fear of the Lord” that was placed in the hearts of

believers and church members who strayed, doing things that they

shouldn’t   have   done.     They   were   called   to   repent   by   these   fiery

preachers who reminded them of their holy responsibility to their

righteous God.   In fact, it is said that the altar sometimes might be

hard to get to by the lost because the believers were there confessing

and making things right between themselves and God.

The invitations were truly times when things were made right.

Because the people had come to church on Sunday for the purpose of

worship and because there weren’t any restaurants or recreational

activities   waiting   for   them   when   they   were   through,   they   were

willing to stay until things were settled (some referred to this as

praying   through).     Sometimes   the   invitation,   or   altar   call   as   it   is

sometimes referred to, would last as long or longer than the previous

worship service.   While those at the altar were praying, the people

still in the audience would be praying for them and for others who

needed to go and confess Christ.   There was a spirit of oneness or

purpose that rarely is seen anymore.  They weren’t concerned about

the   roast   burning   or   the   football   game   that   was   already   started.

Eternity had much more important consequences,  both negatively

and positively, than any earthly situation.

As a result, many people from the hills and hollers were saved.

Elizabeth   Chapel   Baptist   Church   became   for   the   people   of   the

Holmes Creek area a more valuable asset than they could have ever

realized.   There is no telling how many people already are and will

be in heaven for eternity because a church cared and was willing to

pay   whatever   price   necessary   with   time,   money   and   devotion   to

witness to their friends and neighbors.
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Most   of   the   history   of   Elizabeth   Chapel   during   those   days

centers around what went on at the church.  It was the social center

of  the   community,  a   gathering   place   of  friends,   but   it   was   never

doubted by any that it was first and foremost the place where they

met to worship God.

I suppose that if you had been able to interview the folks of the

Holmes Creek area in the late 1930s, they would have thought that it

would always be that way.   However, there was a change coming

that   nobody   foresaw   that   would   affect   their   lives   and   the   life   of

Elizabeth Chapel profoundly.

Sometime during the 1940s a final decision was made by the

U.S. government that the Caney Fork River would be dammed up,

and what is now Center Hill Lake would be created.  It was necessary

for the production of electric power for the residents of the area.  A

side benefit was that it would provide flood control for people down

Lancaster way and toward Carthage where the Caney Fork meets the

Cumberland River.  As good as that sounded, it was for the people of

Holmes Creek a drastic blow to a way of life.  Where they had always

lived, worshipped, gone to school  and worked would have to be

evacuated.   The waters of the dammed up river would cover their

home places.  It was a sad time for sure for those who had to move.

It was also a sad time for the church as it would be disbanded

and the residents of Holmes Creek would move up on the hill around

Smithville.   What would become of the church and the fellowship

they had experienced?  Nobody knew at that time.
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CHAPTER FIVE

“Another Hill to Climb”

SONGS LIKE “JACOB’S LADDER”, and some others that we sing

occasionally, remind us that sometimes Christian life is a series of

events   that   give   evidence   that   we   are   continually   overcoming

obstacles to prove our faith and also to prove our God’s strength.

Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church, after 1947, was about to be given

another supreme test that would show its character in the Lord.

Sometimes  churches  keep  communities  together,  and

sometimes com-munities keep churches together.  In the latter 1940s,

when the community of Holmes Creek broke up, it also signaled the

end of the church known as Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church or so it

seemed.     Everyone   who   lived   down   on   the   creek   and   all   of   the

surrounding  countryside   had  to   move  up  to  Smithville,   or

somewhere else on higher ground, because the water would cover all

of their former land.

When they moved up on the hill, they spread out over the

whole countryside.   Some, in fact, even moved away from the area
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altogether.   Many of these folks joined other churches in the area

around   Smithville   because   they   wanted   to   be   a   part   of   a   Bible-

believing church, and theirs was now history.  Even today many of

the churches around Smithville have as members people who once

were members at Elizabeth Chapel or, at least, their family members

were members.   At any rate, the church, as it was, would never be

again.

There were some, however, that never really felt comfortable in

the other churches of the area and continued to think about the day

when they might be able to restart Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church.

In 1952, Elizabeth Chapel would be “reborn” at the present location,

on a piece of land that became available by the generosity of Mr. and

Mrs. Holly Foster.  In those days it was way out of town and in the

country.  Little did anyone know that one day the location would be

a rather impressive residential location in Smithville.

Once  again a building  program was begun.      This building

would not be quite so large as the one down on the creek.  Instead, it

would be a rather small building that would be able to accommodate

those who would make up the membership again.  In fact, it was just

a wood frame building, and to this day that original building serves

as the auditorium for the church.  There was a front door, a back door

and six windows, three on each side, and one on the backside, with

seating inside for about 100.  That was extent of it.

But, there was again an Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church that

was  being  used   to  honor  God  and  serve   as  a  witness  of  Him  in

Dekalb County, TN.  I am very sure that those first worship services

must have been joyful and emotional days as the people got together
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again to renew friendships, share fellowship and most importantly,

worship God together again.

Again,   Elizabeth   Chapel   grew.     In   addition   to   the   primary

auditorium building, an educational addition was built on the back

where there are now five Sunday School rooms still in use.   There

was   also   a   front   area   built   on   which   now   houses   the   church

library/office and two bathrooms.

Later on, as God continued to bless, another addition was built

onto the side of the existing buildings.   Added were new Sunday

School rooms, a nursery for the many children and also a basement

which serves as a fellowship hall.   The old part of the building had a

brick veneer added, and of course, the newer parts of the building are

also brick.  The building that now stands as Elizabeth Chapel Baptist

Church is a very simple, but attractive building that houses a vibrant

and quite alive group of believers as they worship and grow in God’s

grace.

Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church of Smithville, Tennessee took

the challenge of what to do next.  Together with their desire and the

power   and   strength   of   Almighty   God   they   faced   the   issue   of

beginning all over again.  For those who are a part of the church in

this day, certainly we say thank you for the efforts made.
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CHAPTER SIX

“How Shall They Hear?”

THE BIBLE SAYS, “How shall they hear without a preacher?”  In the

case of Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church God always made sure that

the people heard from a man He supplied.  Never has the church had

to suffer without the ministry of a man who loved God and His Word

and gladly preached it in its entirety.

In so many different times and even in different places God

supplied the right man for the task.  From the origins of a “deep in

the hollers” church to this day when we are located in one of the

sophisticated neighborhoods of our town, God has directed us to the

right man.  Thank God for His call on men and their desire to follow

that call.

Elizabeth Chapel has typically been a church where men have

stayed longer than at other churches.  One of the reasons may be that

we don’t have an annual call like some of the other churches in our
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area.  There are probably many reasons, but surely one is that it has

been, and still is today, a church that is not troubled and riddled with

strife.  A pastor can relax and preach what God wants him to preach

without some of the fears and anxiety that other pastors feel at their

churches.

The men who served the longest were R. L. Whitlock (over 30

years) and Grady Crook (over 20 years).   Others have served for a

significantly longer time than the average among Southern Baptists,

which is only about two years.  That speaks well for both the church

and for the pastors who have served here.

The first pastor of Elizabeth Chapel was Bro. Stephen Robinson.

Bro. Robinson had pastored other churches in the area before, and

therefore,   he   had   the   experience   that   would   be   needed   in   the

beginning days of our church.

Bro. Robinson was present and also preached at the very first

meeting when an invitation was given for those who wanted to join

Elizabeth Chapel, and sixteen responded.     He was known for his

hard preaching and for the length of his sermons.  It appears that he

was more concerned with telling what God would have him say than

worrying about how much time he took.

Bro. Robinson began the trend of longer pastorates as he came

to the church in 1901, and did not resign until 1913.  Even then, he

only left because of ill health.  Much of what our church has become

was because of his preaching and some of the doctrinal foundations

that were laid during his time with us.

Bro. J. L. Mason was the second pastor of Elizabeth Chapel.  He

had previously pastored in the area of Smithville and was from the
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area.  Bro. Mason was  our pastor for two years and later went on to

serve at Mt. Herman for several years.

During   Bro.   Mason’s   pastorate,   the   next   pastor   of   Elizabeth

Chapel, Bro. R. L. Whitlock, preached a revival.  Bro. Whitlock was a

fine preacher also, and when Bro. Mason resigned, the church asked

Bro. Whitlock to be their next pastor.  He accepted.

Bro. Whitlock set the standard for long pastorates staying here

from 1915, until the church disbanded before the creation of Center

Hill Lake.  Needless to say, a large percentage of all of the history and

growth of Elizabeth Chapel in that era of time on Holmes Creek was

during  his   pastorate.    It  is  very   fitting   that  he,  after  such  a  long

pastorate, would be able to close out an era in time in 1947.

Bro. Whitlock was also known as a good pastor.  Even though

he   lived   in  Dowelltown,   and   then   the   Smithville   area   during   his

pastorate at Elizabeth Chapel, it wasn’t uncommon for him to stay in

one of the church member’s homes for the night in order to be able to

minister to his members and witness to the lost in the community.

Bro. Whitlock was also one of the first people to have a car, and he

drove it as far as he could to get to church, many times bringing

riders with him down to Holmes Creek.  Bro. Whitlock’s reputation

was one of not only a fine preacher, but also a Christian gentleman.

Each of these men who served our church before the move up

to Smithville contributed to the strength of our church.  Even in the

disbanding there obviously was a strength of Christian character that

was alive and that would ultimately cause the desire to restart to

become a reality.  These men and many lay people were the evidence

of God’s strength and sufficiency in these early days.
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Our fourth pastor was Bro. Fallie Hill.  Bro. Hill was called of

God   to   be   instrumental   in  helping   to  restart   Elizabeth   Chapel   in

Smithville.  Bro. Hill was not only a fine preacher, but also was gifted

in the areas of organizing people and getting the first of the new

buildings built.

Bro. Fallie Hill had a great compassion for the people of the

Smithville area and for Elizabeth Chapel even though he had not

been particularly involved with our church prior to 1952.  Bro. Hill

served our church for five years.

The fifth pastor of Elizabeth Chapel was Bro. Grady Crook.  It is

obvious that Bro. Crook was certainly one of the most outstanding

pastors we have had.  To this day, Bro. Crook is still remembered and

admired.

Bro. Crook served Elizabeth Chapel for more than 20 years, and

during that time the church grew remarkably.  It might just be that

Bro. Grady Crook led more people to Jesus Christ than anyone in

Dekalb County.  It is not uncommon to this day for someone to stop

me when they find out that I am pastor at Elizabeth Chapel and tell

me that they were saved under the ministry of Bro. Crook.  Likewise,

many of the present members of our church also came to know Christ

under his ministry.

Bro. Crook was also used of God in more revivals than most

preachers will ever preach.  Most of the Baptist churches, and some

others,   had   Bro.   Crook   preach   for  them   at   some   time   during   his

ministry.   It is remembered that some of the great revivals in the

history of this area were led by Bro. Grady Crook.  There may be no

way to count, except in heaven, how many were saved during his

wonderful ministry here in Dekalb County.  It is a compliment to our
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church that it would allow him to preach so many revivals.   It is

evident that the desire to see people saved is greater than keeping the

preacher at home.

All   of   the   pastors   who   have   been   mentioned   thus   far   have

passed   from  this   life   and  have   left   their  legacy   with  us.     We  do

appreciate each of them and their contributions.   God certainly did

provide well for Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church.

The sixth pastor was Bro. Bob Jones.  Bro. Bob and his family

moved to Smithville after he graduated from Boyce Bible School in

Louisville, KY.  Bro. Bob was quite young and inexperienced, and he

was also from up north.  Boy, what faith.

Bro. Bob has said to me personally that it was during his time

here that he grew up as a Christian and also as a pastor.  He will be

known for many  things,   not  the least  of which,  is  that he  was  a

wonderful pastor who was dearly loved.   Bro. Bob is also a good

preacher   with   an   ability   to   communicate   God’s   Word   in   an

interesting and lasting way.  Bro. Bob and his whole family made a

great impression and carried a great witness here at Elizabeth Chapel

and was in all of Smithville.  He, too, was well known and well

thought of by many in our community.   Bro. Bob now serves the

Eubank Baptist Church in Eubank, KY.

The seventh pastor of Elizabeth Chapel was Bro. Larry Costner.

Bro.   Larry   and   his   family   came   to   Smithville   from   a   church   in

Nashville, TN.   Bro. Larry’s ministry here in Smithville was very

short, comparatively speaking.   He currently is serving a church in

the Crossville, TN area.
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The eighth and present pastor is Bro. Bill Robertson.  Bro. Bill

and his family moved to Smithville from Palatka, FL in July, 1986.

He has been here as pastor now for 7½ years.

Bro. Bill has been preaching for over 30 years and has been in

the pastorate since 1967.   He has pastored in a number of different

places, including seven years as a church planter in our Southern

Baptist Home Missions program in NE Ohio.

Elizabeth Chapel has continued to grow during these years and

is currently in the process of considering building again because of

the need for space for worship and Sunday School.  We have seen our

church grow particularly in the area of young adults and youth.  Out

future   seems   to   be   very   bright,   and   we   look   forward   with

anticipation to what God is going to do with us next.

Two others that must be mentioned are Mike Clayborn and

Ricky Scott.   Both of these men spent their younger years here at

Elizabeth  Chapel,   and   it   was   during   this   time  that   they  accepted

God’s call on their lives to preach.  Bro. Clayborn has pastored in a

number   of   churches   in   this   area   around   Dekalb   County   and   has

served those churches well while in bivocational pastorates. Bro.

Scott has also pastored a number of churches as a bivocational pastor

and   currently   serves   as   the   full-time   pastor   of   the   First   Baptist

Church of Smartt, TN, in Warren County.   Needless to say, it is a

blessing and also a compliment when a church has men called out

from its membership to serve our Lord as His preachers.   We are

thankful for both of these men.

There are many churches across our country and area, and even

farther, who are blessed by having members who spent their younger

years here at Elizabeth Chapel.  Our church has been a good growing
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place for many a young Christian and is to this day.   Many of the

adults who are active in leadership positions currently grew up here

and   are   now   making   their   own   contributions   to   the   future   of

Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church.

Through the years we have had many men who have served in

a faithful and consistent way our church and our Lord as deacons of

Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church.  To the best of my knowledge, these

are the men who have served as deacons prior to this time, since the

beginning on Holmes Creek: Jim Love, Will Taylor, Willie Love, Isaac

Hayes, Willis McGinnis, Clifton Taylor, Floyd Greer, John Cantrell,

Ernest   Greer,   Harvey   Pack,   Hobert   Pack   and   Royce   Curtis.     Our

current   deacons   are:   Boyd   Cantrell,   Tom   Cripps,   Mike   Johnson,

Kenneth Pack, Milburn Scott and Ed Seal.   These men, in addition,

have   been   active   as   Sunday   School   teachers,   served   on   various

committees and have been a good part of the strength of our church.

We are thankful for each of these men and their contribution to the

history of our church through the years.  
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CHAPTER SEVEN

“And What Next?”

IN A DAY when churches are struggling with just maintaining the

status quo and holding on to what they have, Elizabeth Chapel is

something of an oddity.  Now, before that makes you angry, let me

hasten to say that it is meant in the most complimentary way I can

think.  We are not just holding on, but are actually moving forward in

a difficult time for most churches everywhere.  In fact, space, or the

lack of it, is the biggest problem we have right now.

So,  in  answer to the  question,   “And What  Next?,”  the  only

answer that makes sense is that we continue to do the things that

have gotten us to this point.   And what are those things?   Well, I

believe   that   they   are   basically   two   things:   Worship   and   Witness.

Worship, because it is the way that we as a congregation honor and

praise God; and witness, because it is our way of honoring God by

telling others about Him and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.
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It is obvious that being a church is not a complicated thing.

Our roots  are from a simple time, and our forefathers  were very

ordinary people.  They just happened to be people who were willing,

in the hands of our sovereign God, to be used by Him.  That really is

the secret to the potential success of our church or any church today

in this very busy and active 1993.  We must continue to be obedient

and flexible in the hands of our God if we expect Him to continue to

bless as He has in the past.

I personally am thrilled to have been allowed this privilege,

however long it may last, to serve as pastor and also to be a member

of the Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church.   It has been an enriching

experience in my life and in the life of my family.

If I thought for a moment that I have blessed you as much as

you have blessed me in these years, I would be a happy man.  You

have actually been more to me than I could have ever expected, and I

thank you, and I praise God for each of you.

From   the   moment   I   met   you,   and   through   these   years   and

through the research and finally writing of this brief history of our

church, I have been aware that we all are walking together on a holy

mission in the serving of our God and in witnessing to Smithville,

Tennessee.   I look forward to continuing until God alone ends it,

whether by relocation, death or rapture.

I hope that you will enjoy reading this history.  If I have made

any glaring errors, I apologize.  I deliberately wrote it without a great

number of references  to a lot of individual people because  I was

afraid  I   would  leave   someone   out,   and  I   didn’t  want   to  do  that.

Perhaps  in another day it can be done again with more personal

references to many people who have made great contributions to the
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history of Elizabeth Chapel.   If I have given you information that

means something to you or has increased your love and devotion to

our church and especially to our great God, I am glad.  That was my

intention.

Let me close by just saying and praying, “As great as our past

has been, God grant that our future will be at least the equal and

hopefully even greater than we have known until now.”

All men don’t have the privilege of being a part of a good and

happy church.  WE HAVE!  Let’s enjoy it, and let’s promote it for the

glory   of   God   and   for   the   benefit   of   those   who   will   someday

experience that special something about being a part of Elizabeth

Chapel Baptist Church.

Your Friend and Pastor,

Bro. Bill Robertson

HISTORY OF THE 
Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church
Smithville, Tennessee
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“A Brief Interlude”

MUCH   LIKE   MANY   OF   THE   SERMONS   I   have   preached   since

moving here in 1986, you thought this was finished, but it isn’t.  In

fact, since the closing of the previous chapter many wonderful things

have happened at Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church that I will attempt

to share with you in the next chapter or chapters.

I stopped in 1994 at the completion of our building program

when the new auditorium, as it is called, was completed.  Since then,

as you may or may not know, we have continued to grow and have

been through an even larger building program in order to meet the

needs of our congregation and prepare for what God is going to do in

the future.

Through all that we have seen and done God continues to bind

us together . The fellowship is as good as ever, and the future seems

to look very bright.   We have much to look forward to in the days

ahead.

We have crossed into a new millennium since the last pages of

this   history.    We   have   crossed   the   400   mark   in   total   church

membership now.   Many things that we have done are larger than

any might have thought years ago, but in all of this, it still continues

to be the proof that our great God has plans for us that He will make

sure we accomplish as we follow His directions.

So,   here   we   go   into   a   further   record   of   the   history   of   our

beloved church.  Read with thanksgiving and with hope.  God is still

God, and His plan for us is still very much intact.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

“Another New Beginning”

THE YEAR 1994 WAS A HISTORIC ONE for us at Elizabeth Chapel

Baptist Church.  After enduring and enjoying several years of being

extremely crowded in the auditorium that was built here in 1952 we

made plans to build again and this time we would build a meeting

place that would meet not only the immediate needs of our growing

congregation, but also look toward the future.

In the early part of 1994 we drew up plans for an auditorium

that   would   solve   our   space   problem.    The   plans   called   for   an

auditorium that would potentially seat up to 400 people although we

presently have seating for 300.  It would have a sound room and cry

room  for  babies  and  a bathroom  at the  outside  entry  part of  the

building.  There would also be a room upstairs that would allow for

filming of worship services and there would be a spotlight there in

order to highlight special events that would take place.

The seating would be individual chairs rather than pews so that

it would be a little more versatile in its possible uses.  Ordinarily, the

chairs are set up in three sections, but on occasions such as weddings
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or funerals it is an easy task to move the chairs into just two sections

with a nice, large middle aisle.  The chairs have proven to be a great

benefit with one exception and that is they are a little difficult to keep

lined up.   They get out of line easily.   That is a minor problem,

however.

In   the   front   of   the   auditorium   is   the   pulpit   area   which   is

rounded with three steps leading up onto the altar.  Behind the altar

area is the choir loft which will seat about 35-40 in the choir.   And

then, behind the choir loft is the baptistry.  It has entries on both side

and the water can be heated.

The piano is on the right side of the auditorium at the front as

you look toward the pulpit.   The pulpit itself is kind of a modern

looking piece of furniture.  It has a glass top and just one post.  It isn’t

the most appealing pulpit in the world, but it is sufficient for the

need.   One man told me that when I left he hoped I would take it

with me because he didn’t like it.

There are three entrances into the auditorium building.  One is

at the drive-through in the back, another is a double-door on the side

looking out over Golf Club Drive and the other is at the back of the

auditorium and is wheelchair accessible.  There is also a pretty good-

sized storage area on the side in the back.

A   nice   vestibule   area   includes   some   chairs   for   sitting   and

visiting and also a water fountain and two new bathrooms.  This area

has become something of a historical area and there are pictures of

former pastors and the present pastor on the wall.  There is also the

picture that hung in the old auditorium of Christ knocking on the

door   in   reference   to   Revelation   3:20.     There   are   some   other   old

pictures of the first building’s inside and some pictures of the first
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building built here on Allen Ferry Road.  One addition that was made

is a very attractive cabinet made by one of our members that holds

memorabilia from missions’ trips that our members have made to

foreign countries in recent years.   Our members have been to the

Philippines, Australia, Taiwan, Chile, Portugal, Ecuador, Peru, the

West Indies (Antigua) and Brazil as volunteer missionaries on short-

term trips.  They have also been on missions’ trips here in the state of

Tennessee as well as New Mexico, Mississippi and Montana.  We are

also active  in the   ministry  of  Lighthouse  Christian  Camp  here  in

Dekalb   Co.,   Tennessee   and   the   Tennessee   Prison   for   Women   in

Nashville.    We   believe   in,   pray   for   and   are   active   in   missions’

ventures.

When the building was proposed it was more money than we

had ever spent on anything up to that point.  The price was going to

be   around   $260,000   and   that   would   include   everything   from   the

leveling   of   the  land   all   the  way  through   until  the   last  paint   was

applied.  In the business meeting where we voted to build the only

questions that were asked so far as the cost concerned how we would

pay for the building with the present rate of income that we were

barely getting through our weekly offerings.  One of our men made

this comment, “if it really is what God wants and we apply ourselves

and give it will be done.”  Well, he was correct, the building was paid

for   in   just   four-and-one-half   years.    The   contractor   for   the   new

building was Junior Hawkins and Eddie Cook.  They had never built

anything quite like the building we wanted, but they did a great job

and it still looks really nice to this day.

We moved in on the last Sunday of September 1994.  We began

our worship that morning in the old auditorium and we were packed
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in like “sardines”.  As we began the worship service Nelson Duke led

us in the wonderful hymn, “Amazing Grace” and as we sang we

marched down the hall to the new building and we have been there

ever since.     It was wonderful, but at the same time it was really a

little bit strange because everything sounded differently in the new

building.   Because it is so much larger it almost sounded like we

weren’t   even   singing.     Preaching   was   a   bit   more   of   a   challenge

because people were farther away, and they weren’t sitting in their

usual places.  However, it didn’t take us long to get used to the new

digs.

One of the reasons that we paid for the building so quickly is

because our pastor at the time, Bill Robertson, and his family decided

that they would like to have a house of their own.  The church was all

for that and in 1996 the Robertsons had a house built on Game Ridge

Road.  That accomplished several things for the church.  It got them

out of the real estate business and the upkeep of a house and it also

allowed   the   church   to   sell   the   parsonage   and   apply   the   money

received from the sale to the mortgage.

All   in   all,   the   new   auditorium   has   been   a   very   pleasant

experience for us and there is no question that it was the right thing

to do at the time.  There had been other times through the years that

attendance had grown, and the church came close to approaching

building before, but this just seemed to be the right time and it has

been proven out over time.

One interesting remembrance is that we had a few people (six I

believe) that had been saved during the time of building and we

asked them to wait until the new building, with a baptistry, was

finished in order to use it for baptism for the first time.  Well, they all



Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church--37

agreed, but when we moved into the new auditorium and got ready

for the first baptism all of them decided they wanted to be baptized

in the creek.   So, off we went to Pine Creek one Sunday afternoon

either at the end of September of early October for baptism.  If you

aren’t familiar with Pine Creek it is spring-fed and cold even in the

summer  let   alone   in  the  early   fall  of   the   year.    I   can’t  speak   for

everyone else, but one of the things that I thought about after each

person was baptized is how nice it would be in the new warm pool

back at ECBC.

Since then we have seen our auditorium used for weddings of

our members and occasionally others have used it for theirs.   We

have   had   concerts   with   large   crowds   and,   of   course,   our   own

worship services.   Several of our members have had their funerals

here and it is very convenient because of the drive-through which

makes coming and going very easy.

We   have   also   continued   to   grow   in   membership   and   in

attendance over the years.  That is especially seen on Sunday nights

and   Wednesday   nights.    We   don’t   have   the   number   on   those

occasions   that   we   do   on   Sunday   mornings,   but   we   have   seen   a

definite growth.  

I might also add that when the new building was built we also,

over a period of time, paved the parking lot that goes from the drive-

through area all the way to the property line on the back of our

property.   We really need that in order to keep us from having to

park on the street.  

It was during the years after 1994 that ECBC experienced some

of   its   greatest   growth   and   it   wasn’t   too   long   before   the   new

auditorium was almost at its limit attendance-wise.  Of course, that
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was good and things were well, but at the same time it caused some

issues because of the lack of space in the other areas of our buildings.

The first year after the new building was occupied it became

apparent that there were other things we would need to do in order

to compensate for the increases that we were experiencing.

The first came in December of 1994 when we had our annual

Thanksgiving-Christmas Dinner.  It was a great day with wonderful

food and fellowship.  But, we were faced with the problem of where

to put all of the people who showed up that Sunday.  We were using

the old auditorium for our fellowship hall and it fell far short of being

adequate.   We had people in the classrooms and hallways and just

about everywhere we could think of eating.   If it hadn’t been cold

outside they would have been outside also.

The first Easter in the new building was really amazing.   We

had never seen such a crowd of people.   The choir did an Easter

cantata with a play along with it and it was wonderful.  The crowd

was wall-to-wall that day and it was one of the happiest Sundays we

could remember.

Homecoming   that   year   was   also   very   crowded   and   the

following week of VBS was so crowded it was almost problematic.

We just didn’t have room for the numbers of children that came.  In

fact, one of our faithful children’s teachers said after the last night

that if she ever had that many little boys in her class again she would

quit on the spot.  She obviously was kidding because it was sort of

the same the next year also.

It was just one of those times when everything we did turned

out good.   God was really blessing His church as we were doing



Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church--39

what we thought was His will and being obedient to Him in every

area of our church life.

Something had to be done though about our space situation.

The church was full and we were parking all along the edge of the

street.  It was good, but we needed to deal with these needs.
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CHAPTER NINE

“Another New Beginning”

THE NEXT “NEW STEP” FOR ECBC was just on the horizon as we

moved into the 21 st  century.   It seemed that everywhere we looked

churches were dealing with space and other needs in some new and

fresh ways.   One of the ways we discovered was the addition of

multi-purpose buildings or gymnasiums.   In fact, even in our little

town one of the churches had dared go in that direction.

We began to talk about such a venture and visited a couple of

churches   in   other   towns   that   had   gone   that   way   and   found   that

perhaps that would be the answer to our needs.  Some had just built

gyms and others had built with a gym and also rooms for classes and

kitchens too.  We were interested in all of them, but we had a bit of a

problem with the lack of space anywhere.    Our church buildings

were hemmed in on each side and we weren’t too sure just how to

build another building.

In early  2002  we  consulted  a  with  construction  company   in

Cookeville, TN that built large buildings like we were thinking about,
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J & S Construction.   They had an in-house architect who came to

Smithville and looked over our property and came up with a plan.

He   came   and   visited   with   our   building   committee   and   also   our

deacons to show us drawings of a possible solution.  It would be a

gym   with   bathrooms,   showers,   one   classroom,   a   kitchen   with   a

cupboard area, a room for storage of mops, etc. and a large storage

room for tables and other things.   One of the extras was that the

ceiling above the rooms would be built with joisting that would allow

us to someday put classrooms in the upstairs portion of the building.

That seemed like just what we would need and in addition it would

fit perfectly between the end of our building and Allen Ferry Road.  It

also would include remodeling the old auditorium into four new

classrooms   and   removing   the   old   entrance   to   the   church   and

attaching the new building there.

Well, the news got worse when he told us the estimated cost,

$1.2 million dollars.  After the gasping stopped we told him that just

wasn’t possible at that time, so it was kind of a back-to-the-drawing-

board kind of situation.  The proposal made by J & S was for a very

nice, finished type of building with no exposed steel and the concrete

block construction now showing.  By trimming all of the finery and

making the building more utilitarian, but not changing any of its

usefulness they were able to trim the price to $650,000 or so.   That

still was a great amount for us, but at least it was in the realm of

possibility.

We studied the proposal and in early 2002 we had a business

meeting with the representatives from J & S present to explain just

what   we   were   looking   at   and   also   something   of   a   timespan   for
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construction.  Well, to make a long story short we voted that night to

go ahead with the construction.

It was also during that time period that we decided to buy two

vacant lots across the street from the church for more parking.  We

purchased them and they are now the gravel parking lot on the other

side of Golf Club Lane.

So,   construction   began   and   with   little   interference   with   our

regular   activities   and   building   began   to   appear   before   our   eyes.

Actually, the only interruption was in June of 2002 we did not have a

VBS due to what might have been some danger because of the mess

that seemed to be everywhere around us.  

We waited patiently as the building grew and in December

2002 we were able to use it for the first time.  Our first big event there

was our Thanksgiving-Christmas dinner.  It was amazing to look out

across the new gym and see all of us eating together in one room.  It

was crowded, but it was wonderful.

We   were   able   to   house   two   Sunday   School   rooms   in   the

classroom space and also one adult class actually in the gym.   The

new rooms that had been formed in the old auditorium were a real

benefit and for the first time in several years we had space enough to

house our growing church.   It seems that in that first full year we

averaged 146 in Sunday School and our church attendance was also

at a high peak.  God continued to bless His people.

We used the gym often for everything: play times, dinners and

on the list goes.  In the beginning of the gym let many others use it

for other events in our community but found out that others don’t

look out for its care quite like we did and although we still let others
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use it we monitor its use much more carefully and have found that

not as many want to use it as they did then.

A couple of years after the gym was built and put into use

several from our church went to Crossville, TN to see a production

called “Living Christmas Tree”.  It was really impressive and because

our choir had grown and sang so well (and still does) we thought

about trying to do something similar.  We had the space by that time

but where in the world do you get a Christmas tree that will hold 50+

singers at the same time.

Well, it so happened that First Baptist Church in McMinnville,

TN had one that they had not used after a year or so and it just stored

somewhere.   Some of our men went to them and asked about it.

They said they wouldn’t loan it to us and they wouldn’t rent it to us

and they didn’t believe it would be right to sell it to us, but if we

wanted it they would give it to us.  Wow, what a provision from the

Lord.  

We accepted it gratefully and began to make plans for that next

December.  The only problem was putting it together that first year.

It was like a giant, 25-foot jigsaw puzzle.  Fortunately, God did His

work again and our men were able to figure out the complicated

drawings   and   instructions   and   it   was   together   in   about   a   week.

Likewise, the electronics   to   operate   the   lights   and   sound   were

very complicated, but again, we had some of our men who knew

about things that and it was ready to be used that first year.

So, with a group of close to 70 singers in the tree and a host of

others who had done different jobs to get it ready for the first night of

the Living Christmas Tree and it was fantastic!  The program went off

almost perfectly and it was not only a great night but also a very
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emotional one to accomplish one of the biggest projects we had ever

attempted.  Praise God!.

The community came out in force.  We averaged probably 600+

each night and even extended the presentation an extra night because

of the number of folks who wanted to come.   One the Wednesday

night   several   churches   even   called   off   their  regular   activities   and

came to ECBC.   It was the talk of the town so to speak.   So many

people got to hear the Christmas story and such a different way and

we praise God for letting us tell them.

The Christmas Tree has been part of our ministry to Smithville

for 13 years now and been a blessing to many who have come, some

of them year after year.   By the way, the men who put the tree up

each   year   are   now   able   to   get   the   structure   part   up   in   just   one

evening.  

ECBC continued to be a church that God has been able to use

for His glory and a big part of that is the obedience of His people to

listen to Him and act by faith when He gives us direction.
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CHAPTER TEN

“Things Always Change”

OUR PASTOR DURING MANY OF THESE YEARS, Bill Robertson,

has served here with us for a little over 29 years when he resigned in

July of 2015.   He would stay until November as pastor before he

actually left.  2015 turned out to be a very good year in most ways

including   the   fact   that   we   baptized   17   that   year   who   had   made

professions of faith in Jesus.

One of the benefits of Bro. Bill staying was that there was no

pressure to act fast in securing either a new pastor or an interim

pastor.  So, God helped us to find Bro. Joel Wood and he agreed to

become the interim pastor.  Joel had pastored in Tennessee and was

well know and he also was an experienced interim pastor so he was

able to help out during the transition period.  There is no doubt that

God again provided for His church.

Joel served ECBC for a little over one-and-a-half years and at

that time he and the church agreed that they believed he was the man

that God wanted to be the pastor.   They talked and brought him
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before   the   congregation   and   they   voted   for   him   to   come   and   he

accepted, and he became the ninth pastor at ECBC.  That is important

I think because most churches in over 100 years of existence have had

more than nine pastors in their history.     That speaks well of the

stability of the church and also the men that have served with them.

The   church   has   done   well   with   Joel   as   their   pastor.    He

continues in their line of pastors to be a strong and very conservative

preacher of the gospel.   They have seen several come to a saving

knowledge   of   Jesus   as   Savior   and   continue   to   reach   many   with

visitors every  Sunday.  God still blesses churches that remain faithful

to the basics of what church is all about.

Another thing that has happened in the last few years is that for

the first time in the history of ECBC they now have a second full-time

staff member.   In February of 2018 a call was extended to Daniel

Leslie to come and serve as youth minister at ECBC.   Daniel was

introduced   to   our   church   because   he   married   one   of   our   young

ladies.   He also comes from a family that is faithful to Lord and

serves elsewhere in ministry.   One of the ways God has blessed us

with many children and youth and Daniel will have a great field to

work with in his new work.

God   continues   to   call   and   use   the   men   of   our   church   in

ministry.  In just recent months, two of our men have been ordained

as deacons.   They are Chris Griffith and Doug Stephens.   Both of

these men have proven themselves as faithful churchmen along with

their families.

One other accomplishment is that in 2018 new classrooms will

be opened up above the kitchen area in the gym as we planned in
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2002.  It took a while, but it has now happened allowing a greater use

of the building that God gave us to use for His glory.

Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church in Smithville, TN has been,

still is and I believe will continue to be a church that seeks to reach

people for Jesus and help them grow in the grace of our God.  Pray

for   them   and   be   a   part   of   a   lively   groups   of   believers   and   they

worship and work to glorify God.
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